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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Trade With the Former
Soviet Union
March 27, 1992

The remarkable changes occurring in
Russia and the other new States of the
former Soviet Union offer the United States
Government and the private sector unique
opportunities to expand trade with these
countries, especially in high-technology
areas that have not before been readily
available to us.

The administration’s policy is to actively
seek opportunities to acquire goods, serv-
ices, and technologies from the new repub-
lics that benefit our economic and other se-
curity interests and to encourage private
business to expand their search for new op-
portunities. We are particularly interested
in access to new technologies that can be
acquired economically. To facilitate this
process we are moving to eliminate restric-
tions that prevented normal trade during
the cold war. We are therefore announcing
today several steps to promote greater levels
of trade with these countries consistent with
our firm support for democratic and market
economic reforms.

First, the administration will promote a
greater exchange of technology between our
countries in an area once closed by both
sides. Specifically:

• We will authorize the procurement by
the Department of Defense of the Rus-
sian Topaz space power unit that will
give us access to new technology at a
significantly lower cost than if we were
to try to develop it ourselves.

• We will also authorize the purchase by
the Department of Defense of four

Hall thrusters which have possible ap-
plications for efficient orbital transfers
of satellites, and we have approved a
license application for a private U.S.
firm to proceed towards the purchase
of these devices.

• We will authorize a purchase of pluto-
nium-238 from Russia, an isotope of
plutonium not used in nuclear explo-
sives. This purchase will allow us to
meet NASA schedules for needed
space power supplies economically and
without the need to restart a nuclear
reactor to do so.

Second, we are also working to remove
remaining barriers to commercial imports of
nonmilitary items involving the private sec-
tor. In those few instances where import
licenses may be required, we will review
such licenses expeditiously.

Third, I would also note that the United
States and our allies have reduced COCOM
controls by over two-thirds and will con-
tinue to work to ensure that we maintain
only those controls on high-technology trade
that are needed to protect our most vital
security interests. In that regard, the Amer-
ican business community should be assured
that export licenses for civilian transactions
will be processed expeditiously.

These transactions clearly signal our de-
sire to normalize trade with the new States.

Additional details are available in a sepa-
rate fact sheet.

Nomination of Roman Popadiuk To Be United States Ambassador
to Ukraine
March 27, 1992

The President today announced his nomi-
nation of Roman Popadiuk, of New York,
a career member of the Foreign Service,

to be Ambassador to Ukraine.
In January 1989, the President appointed

Mr. Popadiuk to be Deputy Assistant to the
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President and Deputy Press Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, a position he holds to date.
In President Reagan’s administration, Mr.
Popadiuk served as an Assistant Press Sec-
retary from July 1986 until March 1988,
when he became Special Assistant to the
President and Deputy Press Secretary for
Foreign Affairs. In October of that year, the
President appointed him a Deputy Assist-
ant.

Mr. Popadiuk has been a career Foreign
Service officer since 1981. He served in
Mexico City from 1982 to 1984, where he
did consular and political work and was spe-
cial assistant to the Ambassador. From 1984
to 1986, he had a tour with the Department
of State and the National Security Council.

Prior to joining the Foreign Service, he was
an adjunct lecturer in political science at
Brooklyn College in New York City. Mr.
Popadiuk was awarded the Meritorious
Honor Award in 1987 and the Superior
Honor Award in 1992 by the U.S. Depart-
ment of State. In 1991, Mr. Popadiuk re-
ceived the ‘‘Ukrainian of the Year’’ annual
achievement award from the Ukrainian In-
stitute of America, Inc.

Mr. Popadiuk was born in Austria on May
30, 1950. He graduated from Hunter Col-
lege (B.A., 1973) and City University of
New York (Ph.D., 1980). He is married to
the former Judith Ann Fedkiw. They have
four children and reside in Bethesda, MD.

Radio Address to the Nation on Domestic Reforms
March 28, 1992

Good morning.
Many have called the 20th century the

American Century. The question before us
today is about the next century, looking just
a few years ahead.

Let me tell you a story that will help
shape that century, a story you probably
haven’t heard about. It’s about a battle be-
tween those who want to change things and
those who want to protect the status quo.
And in this battle those who support change
are telling those who want to stand pat:
Lead, follow, or get out of the way.

Wednesday, those words were heard loud
and clear. I’m talking about how the Demo-
cratic Congress couldn’t muster a two-thirds
majority—incredibly, couldn’t even get a
majority—to override my veto of the lib-
erals’ latest tax increase. This story you
haven’t heard about is also unheard of. Only
twice before in the last 60 years has the
House failed to muster a simple majority
to override a veto.

Congressional liberals suffered this defeat
for a simple reason: Americans measure
progress in people helped, not dollars spent.
And that’s why I’m going to continue the
fight to keep a lid on Federal spending.
It’s also why I asked Senator McCain of
Arizona and Congressman Harris Fawell of

Illinois to formally introduce legislation to
endorse the 68 rescissions I announced last
week to cut nearly $4 billion in waste from
a bloated Federal budget.

Unlike liberal Democrats, given our big
deficit, I don’t think the Federal Govern-
ment can afford to fund prickly pear re-
search or study asparagus yield declines.
Those who reject these pork barrel projects
will stand with me and the American tax-
payer. Those who support them will have
to explain in November why the public in-
terest has been denied.

If enough Members demand it, Congress
must vote on each of these bills, yes or no,
up or down. I’m going to work with those
who want the Congress to be accountable
and fight those who will try to block our
initiatives through parliamentary gimmicks.
I know that Government is too big and
spends too much. And now let’s see where
Congress stands. Stay tuned, keep listening.
We’ll find out who really wants to cut
spending and who just wants to keep the
pork.

In a world more driven by economic com-
petition than ever before, the challenge I
am referring to is crucial to our future. I
mean reform of the American Government.
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